THE DAWGMEISTER’S WEEKEND FORECAST:
DAWGS MOUNT HILLTOPPERS
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Hot Dawg Recipe:

Place 93,000 Dawgs in Sanford Stadium.
Turn the heat up to Broil.

Add humidity.

Leave on high for 3 hours.

Empty stadium.

Let Dawgs cool overnight.

Reheat in the morning.

Lawdy, Miss Claudie. It’s hot out there.

Against a deeply overmatched opponent, Georgia came out hot too. The first quarter was
about as well-executed a game as you’ll ever see. The second, with reserves already in
the game, got a bit sloppy. Still, 63-3 is 63-3. Are you happy, skeptics and haters?

It was against a team that won’t be too competitive at their own level, which is way down
there with teams like Western Michigan. And what Power 4 team could they possibly
compete with?

Even against an opponent better suited for Clarke Central HS than UGA, you’ll get no
complaints from me. There was one of those “winners and losers” pieces for the game on
Sunday morning, with Puglisi singled out for not being superb. And the team’s in-synch-
ness did fall off in the second quarter. But loser, playing with a lot of reserves who were
also getting their first turns in the rotation? I'm not buying it.
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A lot of preseason attention went to doubts about the WRs, because most of last year’s
crew graduated. Still worried? I’'m sure that some are concerned that Gunner didn’t
throw a lot of 60-yard TD passes. I'm not complaining about his flawless start to the
season.

Give me a freshman breakout player like P.J. Dean over a guy at his 5t school in 5 years
any day.

A couple of guys I'm really happy for:

Secovie White-Helton: How many times could this cat have transferred while waiting
his turn? But here he is, still All-Dawg and finally becoming a position room leader and
on-field contributor.

Jordan Hall: This guy came in as Jalen II but has been injured a lot, and now looks
healthy. Just keep him away from my helmet if I make a big play on the field.

Kyle Whittington to replay official: Find one second.

Sammy Brown has turned out to be as good as advertised. But you have to wonder about
how he feels about sticking with Clemson, and going there in the first place, when
there’s a far more successful school down the street from his home town that hoped to
earn his enrollment.

Meanwhile, at Geoff Collins Field at Bobby Key Stadium, there was a game on Thursday
night. I didn’t find myself regretting that Justice Haynes and JuJu Lewis took their
talents elsewhere. It was a sloppy game that the broadcasters kept blaming on the
humidity. Apparently, humid weather makes the middle of your defensive line a
doormat for an opponent’s running game, even if those runs rarely produced points.

It was humid in Athens on Saturday too. Didn’t seem to be such a big problem.

Disconcerting Sigmels
From The Athletic: “Quarterback Dad” is generally not a compliment among the college
coaches I talked to for this piece, some of whom have stopped recruiting quarterbacks
who checked every box except: Can we tolerate his dad? “We’re picking the dad almost
as much as we’re picking the quarterback,” said a Power 4 head coach, who was granted
anonymity, like others in this story, so he could speak freely on the subject. “Every
person in this business has horror stories.” “It’s heightened the anxiety around
everything,” [Donovan] Dooley said of Quarterback Dads now having seven-figure
paydays as incentive and free movement as leverage. “I mean, you’ve got dads, not long
after kids get out of the womb, kids that are 5 years old, coming up with logos and
slogans for social media to get attention. You've got dads talking dollar amount with
coaches before they ever talk football or academics.” It’s just harder to be collaborative
with someone who, unlike the quarterback in question, doesn’t play the game and
doesn’t know the concepts or what it takes to execute them. This can be the mark of The
“We” Dad in Dooley’s book (the dad who thinks he’s also part of the team), The Stat-
Hungry Dad or The Really-Not-In-Touch-With-Reality Dad. Or all three. “Some of
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them, the wild, wild ones, are all 12,” Dooley said of categories that also include The
Reminiscer, The Jealous Dad and The Braggin’ Dad. “Those are the ones who read the
book and say, ‘T'm none of those.” I'm like, ‘Dude, you're all of those.”” “I'm never going
to say anything too negative,” Dooley said. “My code word is, ‘Yeah, that dad is wired a
little different.” That’s my polite way of saying, ‘Shit, be ready for everything you don’t
want.”

DAWGMEISTER GOOD WORKS OF THE WEEK

The Weekend Forecast is offered as a free service to its readers; neither the Dawgbone
nor The Dawgmeister profits financially from its publication. If you read the Forecast
and want to contribute something back to our communities, please consider making a
donation to this week’s featured Good Works service. There are many people living in
needy circumstances, and every dollar helps to support them through another day,
week, month, and year. This week’s featured Good Works organization is
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needy circumstances, and every dollar helps to support them through another day,
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The Marigold Collective is a nonprofit based in Winterville, Georgia, advancing food
access, community resilience, and economic justice across East Athens. We began in
2020 by launching the Marigold Farmers Market to address rising food insecurity in
Athens-Clarke County. What started as a local response has grown into a broader
movement, fueling a range of food access, nutrition, and education programs driven by
and for the community. The mission of the Marigold Collective is to build a stronger
local food system by supporting local growers and producers, expanding access to fresh,
affordable food, providing nutrition education, and creating pathways to share food
abundance within the Winterville and East Athens communities.
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SAT PREP SESSION
SAT Question of the Week: Who is the author of the following quote: “Do you
believe in the hereafter? [Yes.] Then you know what I am here after.”

Bill Belichick
Stephen A. Smith
Aaron Rodgers
Mike Tyson

O.J. Simpson
Gilbert Arenas
Tiger Woods

. Chipper Jones
Oscar De La Hoya
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.
Pete Hegseth
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Answer: The first known utterance of this line came from Arte Johnson (as Tyrone F.
| Horneigh) on Rowan and Martin’s Laugh In, spoken to Ruth Buzzi (as Gladys
| Ormphby), who hit him with her purse.

DAWG DOOTS

= LSU releases video welcoming NFL players to campus

& The Wall Street Journal reports that Lane Kiffin and Deion Sanders have formed
a corporation designed to maintain the integrity of football broadcasts. Titled
“Cameras Off Coaches,” their mission is to have TV broadcasts focus on the
players instead of annoying audiences by obsessively training their cameras on
certain coaches on the sidelines. “Coaches need more modesty,” declares the
opening line of their business strategic plan. “Focus on the kids playing their
hearts out, and not on old men with headsets. We’re tired of seeing coaches
become the focus of their football programs.”

= Ryan Coleman-Williams: New name. New number. New wife. New kid. New step-
kid. Same hands.

THE COVETED DAWGMEISTER GOOD GUY OF THE WEEK AWARD
Goob GUY ARCHIVE

Keith Marshall was a high school superstar with an ego firmly in check. He was a five-
star running back, ranked the #1 RB in his class, at Millbrook HS in Raleigh, NC, and
was also a track star with tremendous speed. Keith was both the NC Gatorade Player of
the Year in football, and the NC Gatorade Track & Field Athlete of the Year. Keith won
the 100-meter dash at the 2011 USATF Region 16 Championships, won the 200-meter
dash at the 2011 CAP8 Conference Meet, and won both the 100 and 200 meters in the
state Class AAAA track finals. He was team-oriented enough to persuade fellow NC RB
Todd Gurley to join him in Athens rather than attending Clemson, giving the Dawgs an
instant jolt in the backfield. Keith’s high school coach Clarence Inscore was amazed at
the humility behind their decision: “The idea of two highly recruited athletes ... playing
the same position, a lot of people would say, man, that’s kind of crazy, you're going to
give up a lot of your carries. They were so mature in having that forethought to think
[that] it’s going to take two guys to get it done in the SEC.” But he wasn’t just an athlete;
he was an all-star student. Indeed, among my observations when they recruited him was
that he was the only player in the country whose forty-yard dash time (4.3) was lower
than his GPA. Before graduating he was presented with The Watkins Award, the
preeminent award bestowed on the top High School Scholar-Athlete in the Nation based
on the candidates’ unweighted GPA, their written statements, their extracurriculars,
their community service, and letters of recommendation. Keith’s career at UGA was
both thrilling and painful. He was a beast when healthy, but various injuries limited his
opportunities to compile the sort of historic yardage feats anticipated when he signed.
At UGA he did more than play football. He was inducted into the UGA Leadership
Academy, served on the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee, and was a regular on the
SEC Academic Honor Roll as a Finance major. Keith declared for the NFL draft after the
2015 season and ran the fastest 40-yard dash at the Combine (4.31). He was drafted by
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Washington in the seventh round, but during training camp for the 2017 season,
Marshall tore the patellar tendon in his right knee, ending his season and ultimately his
career after two mostly injured seasons. Having football end in his early 20s positioned
Keith for an early start in his next set of challenges. He got an MBA at Emory’s Goizueta
Business School. Keith found an ideal outlet for his athletics background and interest in
finance. He became the Co-Founder and CEO of The Players’ Lounge, which helps
college athletes make and invest money through their NIL arrangements. These efforts
earned him recognition on the Sports Business Journal 30 Under 30 list, and resulted in
a White House visit to discuss the finances of athletes. As the NIL environment matures,
advocates like Keith Marshall will have a major impact on the financial, emotional, and
physical health of young athletes who are generally unprepared to map their economic
present and future. He's a great example of an athlete whose own career was terminated
early by injury, and who uses that experience to help guide the next generations through
the labyrinth of NIL investment and prosperity.

THE FORECAST

DAWGS vs. WESTERN KENTUCKY
Part II of the preseason concludes on Saturday against the Hilltoppers of WKU. I do
appreciate the opportunity to get a lot of guys’ uniforms dirty and see how the roster
looks after the regulars take a seat and root on their backups, all of whom are
outstanding football players, just not ready for front-line action. Maybe we’ll finally see
the 0-5 set, with an empty backfield and 5 tight ends, which would be my favorite all-
time formation, especially if we throw the ball to one of them. Are you listening, Coach?
Anyhow, I'm glad to see these preliminary games end and the real season begin. Dawgs
52, WKU 6.

NATIONAL GAME OF THE WEEK: OHIO STATE OVER TEXAS
I'm so sick of hearing about wily ol’ Sark, the extraordinary Arch, the Texas Athletic
Department budget, and everything else about these people. They have gotten more
publicity per win than any team outside Colorado, which has set unbreakable world
records through the media’s weird obsession with a program with a losing record under
their current coach. I'm no fan of either of these programs, but look forward to the
game, where I'll root against both. Since I don’t wager on games, or plays within games,
or the number of times the broadcasters will call Sarkisian a genius, I have no betting
interest. But please dear Lord, end this fixation with Manning and Texas. Buckeyes 35,
Longhorns 28.




NATIONAL UPSET OF THE WEEK: TEMPLE OVER PENN STATE
After UMass beat Rutgers to open the season, The Owlmeister lamented that Temple
had scheduled the wrong Big 10 team this year. (For you who’ve been napping, Rutgers
is somehow in the Big 10.) But The Owlmeister remains a believer. Or at least a hoper.
Perhaps a dreamer. Or maybe he’s just delusional. It’s hard to say how coaching-
transition teams will do, especially when the replacement is a coach presumed to be on
everyone’s short list for a long time, finally making his move. (See Michigan.) Roster

turnover, new schemes, new culture....can PSU build it on short notice? We'll see. Owls
24, Lions 23.



