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In a playoff round filled with blowouts, UGA and Mississippi played a fiercely 
competitive game in which the Dawgs came up short. In a bowl season in which the SEC 
lost its claim to being the greatest league in the land, two SEC teams played it down to 
the wire. And in a topsy-turvy season for everyone, it appears as though the mightiest 
team at the end will be Indiana, a team coached by a man who, as a boy, had his tonsils 
removed and accidentally had his sense of humor cut out as well. A broadcaster referred 
to Alabama’s “humiliation” at the hands of the Hoosiers, and a headline on Friday said 
that Indiana resembled “the Alabama of old,” that being about 3 years ago. The day was 
so bewildering that the AJC …..well, you decide for yourself: 
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A reminder from the preseason: Nobody thought we’d be very good. 
A reminder from late in October: Broyles finalist Mike Bobo viewed by many fans as a 
cruddy coordinator. 
Another reminder from the preseason: Many Dawg fans wanted Stacey Searels fired. 
A reminder from the preseason: Everybody had doubts about Gunner Stockton. 
A reminder from me today: Don’t expect perfection, and don’t complain when things 
that are out of your control don’t go your way. 
 
I can’t add much to the post-game dissections and social media furor that follows any 
game. During the bowl season I’ve seen calls for the scalp of every losing coach, which I 
hope the Dawgs are above. Naaaahhhhh: Calls Grow to Fire Kirby Smart After Ole Miss 
Ends … Sure thing. Everyone loves gambles that work, and believe that someone must 
be fired when they don’t. OK everyone who wants to fire Coach Smart: Who will you 
replace him with, especially after all the big hires have already been made? How well are 
you doing your own job? How happy are you in your own life? Sometimes, even Mike 
Gundy gets it right: 
 

[Oklahoma State] has had tremendous success for 18-and-a-half years, or 19, I 
can’t do the math real good. And so, unfortunately, in life, most people are weak 
and as soon as things start to not go as good as they thought, they fall apart and 
they panic. And then they want to point the finger and blame other people. You 
see it happening in everyday life. People do it all the time. That’s why I refuse to 
watch the TV and watch the news because I get tired of people complaining and 
bitching about this and that versus just doing something about it and trying to 
figure out a way and make it better. “And that’s what happens in college athletics, 
and as [a reporter who asked a question earlier in the news conference] said, 
she’s exactly right. It’s just on the bigger stage where people can voice their 
opinion. And in most cases, the people who are negative and voicing their opinion 
are the same ones that can’t pay their own bills. They’re not taking care of 
themselves. They’re not taking care of their own family. They’re not taking care of 
their own job but they have an obligation to speak out and complain about others 
because it makes them feel better. But then in the end when they go to bed at 
night, they’re the same failure that they were before they said anything negative 
about anybody else. 

 
Gundy later apologized for his frustrated outburst. Maybe OSU fans should have 
apologized instead to the best coach in their program’s history for piling on when his 
program took a downturn after decades of winning instead of their historic mediocrity.  
Maybe if we fire Kirby Smart to satisfy the bloodlust of people who lost bets and know 
more than the coaches, we can hire Mike Gundy. Or maybe we can respect and 
appreciate the work Coach Smart has done and expect him to keep winning games, if not 
always national championships. 
 
During our long layoff, I put a bunch of stuff together for this issue of The Weekend 
Forecast that are less compelling as of midnight, New Year’s Day, than they were before. 
But, if you’ve got nothing better to do, see if there’s anything in the following pages that 
gives you insight into the workings of the cosmos. 
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 A Coveted Dawgmeister Game Ball goes to Kirby Smart for an unprecedented 

decade of program glory that includes 2 national championships, 4 SEC 
championships, 6 SEC East titles, 3 SEC Coach of the Year awards, and 6 FBS 
head coaches produced from his staff 

 A Coveted Dawgmeister Game Ball goes to Mike Bobo, Boyles Award Finalist 
 A Coveted Dawgmeister Game Ball goes to Brett Thorson, Ray Guy Award  
 A Coveted Dawgmeister Game Ball goes to CJ Allen, Butkus Award Finalist 
 A Coveted Dawgmeister Game Ball goes to Beau Gardner, Patrick Mannelly 

Award 
 A Coveted Dawgmeister Game Ball goes to Jarvis Jones, first-year head coach of 

unbeaten state champion Carver-Columbus HS. 
 

 
Truth in Advertising: A shot of the Heisman finalists. Their official heights: 

Jeremiyah Love: 6’0” Fernando Mendoza: 6’5” Diego Pavia: 6’0” Julian Sayin: 6’1”  
 

Just sayin’. And yes, after his post-announcement screed against the voters, I am 
withdrawing my endorsement of the man with no neck. 

 

 
How does it taste now, Ty? 

 



 
After beating Oklahoma: Ty, do you never learn? 

 

It seemed like a good idea at the time: 2024-5 guys who hit The Portal to 
play for a real winner 

Eric Singleton, Georgia Tech to Auburn 
Duce Robinson, Southern Cal to FSU 
Nic Anderson, Oklahoma to LSU  
Jaheim Oatis, Alabama to Colorado  
Nico Iamaleava, Tennessee to UCLA 
Miles McVay, Alabama to North Carolina 
Anai White, Texas A&M to Penn State 
Trikweze Bridges, Oregon to Florida 
Trent Howland, Indiana to Oklahoma State 
Squirrel White, Tennessee to FSU 
Honorable mention: Damon Wilson, UGA to Missouri 
For old times’ sake: A.J. Harris, UGA to Penn State 
Recruiting Flip of the Year: Ousmane Kromah, UGA to FSU 
 
And now, some well-chosen phrasings from the sports media in December: 

 “And while you don’t get a lot of style points for beating the Colts these days, 
particularly when Daniel Jones left early with an Achilles injury, the Jags did 
exercise a couple of demons.”  

 “The Falcons were officially eliminated from the playoffs and posted the 
franchise’s eighth consecutive losing season, tying a record set from 1983-1990. 
Now, they are regulated to playing for pride.” 

 Smart: UGA 4th-down faux paw 'on us as coaches' 
 But ultimately, the committee followed precedent to a tee. 

  

   



 And, not to be outdone, one from the news media: 

 
 

And now, some thoughts on the first round of the CFP: 
 After watching JMU and Tulane get blasted out of the playoff, I think it is time for 

Nick Saban and Paul Finebaum to be added to the committee to prevent such 
idiocy in the future. 

 After watching an endless series of FG misses in the CFP and NFL, I think it’s 
time to retire the phrase “take the points.” 

 After seeing Brent Venables wearing an Air Jordan sweatshirt during OU’s first 
round home loss—featuring a logo with a basketball in the center—I think it’s 
time to wonder if he knows what sport he coaches, or if he knows that Oklahoma 
is a football school. 

 After watching John Mateer and his terrible ¾ throwing motion, I have to 
wonder who was talking him up as a Heisman winner earlier in the season, and 
who’s been coaching him on playing quarterback for the last 4 years. 

 After hearing the Mississippi DL called the “tip of the spear” for their ability to 
annihilate Tulane, I wondered why they didn’t say “face of the club.” 

 After Herbie made the observation that Ryan Williams is a superb athlete after 
the catch but not a natural ball catcher, I understood why he’s the nation’s leader 
in dropped passes. 

 After watching teams that are favored lose because their coaches and the portal 
have been creating distractions over recruitment from other programs, I think 
that instead of standing on the UNC sideline and getting ogled by Tar Heels, Bill 
Belichick’s girlfriend should stand on the other sideline during games to flash her 
flesh for opposing players and coaches. 

 After seeing that the Miami kicker receives threats after brutal College Football 
Playoff performance because somebody lost a bet, I wonder how this is all going 
to work out, but am not betting on a good outcome. 

 After seeing ATM fans in the stands “throw down” the “U” and “Hook ‘em 
Horns” hand signals during their loss to Miami, I wondered how so many 

Chicago gang members got admitted to ATM U. 

 After watching the ATM vs. Miami game with Molly McGrath and Taylor 

McGregor reporting from the sidelines, I think it’s time to break out the Scotch. 
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The Weekend Forecast is offered as a free service to its readers; neither the Dawgbone 
nor The Dawgmeister profits financially from its publication. If you read the Forecast 
and want to contribute something back to our communities, please consider making a 
donation to this week’s featured Good Works service. There are many people living in 
needy circumstances, and every dollar helps to support them through another day, 
week, month, and year. This week’s featured Good Works organization is 
The Georgia Botanical Society: 
• Promotes the understanding and appreciation of plants and their relationship to the 

environment, as well as the study of botanical sciences. 
• Undertakes or supports the setting apart of appropriate areas in Georgia for the 

preservation of native flora for the enjoyment of the public. 
• Encourages the protection of rare and endangered plant species and significant 

botanical habitats. 
• Promotes the conservation of botanical resources and encourages the practice of a 

conservation ethic. 
DONATE 

SAT Question of the Week: Help me out, what’s up with the cost of eggs these days? 
A. Thanks, Obama. 
B. The chickens unionized, and the increase helps members pay their dues. 
C. The eggs artificially increased their value by paying off internet influencers for their 

endorsements, in the hope that people will eat the chickens instead. 
D. The white eggs accused the dark eggs of playing identity politics, and the dark eggs 

went on strike, creating a supply/demand problem for the market. 
 
Answer: The eggs are trying to raise funds for Lane Kiffin’s buyout. 

Dawg Doots 
 First names, or last? “Joe, Allen, and Scott all spent just one year on Sarkisian's 

staff.” 

 The new football stadium at Dunwoody High School has been named after Hall of 
Fame defensive tackle Ryan Seacrest. (possible “Disconcerting Signals” entry) 

 Georgia State QB TJ Finley has entered the Portal after appealing for a 7th year of 
eligibility. He’s played for 6 teams in 6 years, including LSU, Auburn, Texas State, 
Western Kentucky, and Tulane. Others from his original signing class include 
Bryce Young, CJ Stroud, Anthony Richardson, and Sammy Baugh. 

 As much as I like the idea of the Toombs County Bulldogs, I strongly recommend 
changing to the Toombs Raiders. 

 NFL star Odell Beckham Jr. reveals struggle of living on $100M contract and 
breaks down how $20M/year goes fast after taxes. Could you make it last? 
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 According to Dawgmeister Analytics, the stupidest logo in sports is that of the 
Cleveland Browns: An orange helmet. It’s a wonder that they don’t put one on the 

side of their orange helmets.  
 And now, the highlight of the Pop Tarts Bowl: 

 
 

The Coveted Dawgmeister Good Guy of the Week Award

Good Guy Archive

 
The 1992 recruiting class included a state Player of the Year who went on to achieve the 
only unbeaten starting record of any QB in UGA program history. I refer, of course, to 
Brian Smith. A starter and recruiting target since his freshman year at Spartanburg 
High School in South Carolina, Brian QB’d his team to a 4-A state championship in 
1991, a squad that also included Auburn-bound RB Stephen Davis. Brian was primarily a 
backup at UGA, playing behind Eric Zeier and Mike Bobo, going 4-0 in his only starts in 
1995 and 1996. The biology major tore it up in the classroom, however, ultimately 
becoming known as Dr. Brian Smith of Winston-Salem, NC. Times have sure changed. 
Brian said in retrospect that recruiting was “nothing like what goes on today. Now, it 
seems like a kid will commit, and that’s essentially when the recruiting starts. When I 
played, wherever a prospect committed, that’s where he went. No one had a press 
conference, where they chose which school by selecting from hats, and all. After 
[committing], there was no more recruiting: no phone calls from coaches at other 
schools, no one tried to ‘flip’ you. It was a completely different culture than it is now.” 
Brian picked UGA from a number of major programs, along with some Ivy League 
schools. Even though he was largely a backup in Athens, he was much appreciated by 
the team: “Eric [Zeier], and Preston Jones and Brian Moore—two fifth-year senior 
quarterbacks when I arrived as a true freshman—were all super to me.” The QB room 
had a good bit of talent, including Hines Ward for a spell, leaving Brian on the bench for 
most of his career, with opportunities to start coming mainly via injury and struggles by 
the appointed starter. But they still thought highly of Brian. As he describes it, after his 
last game on Senior Day, “Mike [Bobo] was one of the captains, and he asked me to go in 
his spot. I’ll never forget that. Of course, my parents were there, they call my name and I 
get to run out, they give you a ball. But, besides Mike letting me go in his place as a 
captain, the other thing I remember the most is the enthusiastic reception I got from the 
crowd.” Brian made the most of his UGA degree after graduation, heading off to the 
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Medical University of South Carolina in Charleston from 1997-2001. He did an internal 
medicine residency at Vanderbilt, followed by a chief residency year. He ultimately 
chose to specialize in gastroenterology. Following a three-year fellowship, in 2008 he 
took a position with the Gastroenterology Associates of the Piedmont in Winston-Salem, 
where he continues to heal his patients. People in North Carolina who have troubles 
with their stomach, esophagus, gallbladder, pancreas, bile duct, colon, or intestines 
surely appreciate his expertise and manner. The family man has been married for about 
25 years to his wife Audrey, whom he met through Athletes in Action in 1995. They have 
four children, Hannah, Sarah, Jacob, and Caleb. Hannah grew up to become a Dawg via 
the Equestrian team; and like their dad and big sister, the rest have a strong athletic 
gene as well. Brian’s a great example of how one dream never panned out, and through 
diligent effort, he was able to create a new pathway for himself. Getting med school 
grades while playing major college football isn’t easy. But the lessons he learned from 
the middle of the depth chart in teamwork, dedication, and precision surely have had a 
salubrious effect on the road he has traveled once he hung up his cleats and hit the 
books fulltime. 

 

I have no idea of what will happen in the last 3 games. But I do forecast that the Dawgs’ 
youth of the present will become the next set of greats to dominate the SEC and NFL. 
Let’s get to work. 


